
How artists survive the destruction of their 

societies in Iraq and Syria, and their role in the 

diaspora. Cultural trends in both countries, 

effects of international intervention. New 

Islamist movements, globalization, jihadi 

culture, possible outcomes.

Session 7: Artists and 

the disintegration of Iraq 

and Syria



Henaa Mal Allah
Baghdad City Map
Mixed media on canvas
180x180cm 
2007
HMA007

PAIN/LOSS



Henaa Mal Allah
Royal Game of Ur
Mixed media on canvas 
and paper
32x32cm
2007
HMA001

Commemorating 
a rich past and a 
long, complex 
culture



Henaa Mal 
Allah
Conference of 
the Birds
Mixed media on 
paper
37x30cm
2007
HMA003



The basis of much of Hana Mal Allah’s work consists of maps, books and cloths that are torn, 
burnt, submerged in water and otherwise damaged, and then recomposed. The abstract figures 

she paints on them, based on numerology and other occult Arab sciences, attempt to express 
some kind of hidden order behind the destruction, to make sense of it.



Mahmood Obaidi (1966, 
Baghdad; lives and works 

in Amman)

Iraqi Qooqle: Manual 
Search Engine for Missing 
Iraqis 2010. 47x49x64 cm

IRONY



Mr. Obaidi and the Fair Skies Corporation. The 
artist was once assaulted by security guards in 
Houston airport because of racial profiling. This 

led him to develop a kit to become pale and 
blond with blue eyes.

Installation with vending machines, video, 
plaster figures, prints on glass etc. 2009-2010 

(here seen at Art Dubai/Agial Gallery)



Mahmood Obaidi:
Left: Modernism and Iraq, 2008

Above: 5 gigabytes of my memory, 2011

The Legacy of Modernism?



Nedim Kufi: Absence, 2011Exile: feeling uprooted, missing… 



Nedim Kufi: Absence, 2011



Exile: Adaptation

The booklet deals with the notion 
of one-night stands during 
wintertime in Finland, which 
demands many layers of clothes. 
I put together illustrated 
instructions for both women and 
men to help them take off their 
heavy clothes in a shorter time.

Adel Abidin: Helping 
the Finns, 2006

http://adelabidin.com/index.php/works/2006/52-guaranteed-affection.html


Adel Abidin: Jihad, 2006

Exile: building bridges, interpreting



Trying to inform

Abidin Travels
Venice Biennial, 2007



Chronicling the forgotten 
aspects of war

Adel Abidin: Symphony, 2013
Aka the Baghdad Emo massacre



Educating

http://adelabidin.com/index.php/works/2006/common-vocabularies.html


Adel Abidin: Ping Pong, 2009

Abstraction



Strategies of resistance: exploring narratives

Michael Rakowitz: The Invisible Enemy Should Not Exist, 2007









The Invisible Enemy Should Not Exist (Aj Ibur Shapu)



The Worst Condition is to Pass under a 
Sword which is not one's own, 2009











Constructing Counter-narratives







Michael Rakowitz: RETURN project, 2004 ongoing



Jannane Al Ani: Shadow Sites. Video, 2009

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qpb4pnFpKNg


Ammar Abd Rabbo (Syria): Ali Abdullah Saleh, 2006



Jaber Al Azmeh: Wounds, 2013



Tammam Azzam

The Dance, from the 
Syrian Museum 

Series. 

Digital Print, 2012



Ammar Al Beik: Basic Instinct, 2008



Humam Alsalim and Rami Bakhos, from the series 
‘Cultural Beheading’



Culture of the Islamic State

Culture is seen as an accretion, over the ages, of layers of filth over the true message of 
Islam – not any specific culture, but culture generally





Jonas Staal: a Parliament for Rojava, 
Artist’s impression, 2015


