Art and politics living happily ever after...

Vincent W.J. van Gerven Oeij
Feb. 17, 2012, SciencesPo, Paris
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The Triumph of the Cross

e shtuné, 18 shkurt 12



Preliminary Positions
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One and Three Chairs
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A Wunderkammer
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The Art Institution Stedelijk Museum, Amsterdam
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Musée d’art moderne
Départment des aigles




This is not a
work of art

—— —

Musée d’art moderne
Départment des aigles
Section des figures
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1]

Products which are considered ‘works of art’ have
been singled out as culturally significant objects by
those who |[...] wield the power to confer the
oredicate ‘work of art’ onto them|.|”

Hans Haacke, Institutional Critique and After, p. 53
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The Case of Abstract Expressionism
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“The most important American weapon of the Cultural Cold War in
Britain, as elsewhere, was the Congress for Cultural Freedom (CCF).
Founded in 1950 at a conference held in Berlin with secret backing
from the CIA, and subsequently head- quartered in Paris, the
intellectual citadel of European neutralism, the CCF engaged in an
extraordinary array of activities, including festivals, seminars and
concerts, all designed to demonstrate to intellectuals the cultural
advantages of political freedom.”

The Cultural Cold War in Europe, p. 33
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Jackson Pollock (1949)
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“Twenty years later, historian Christopher Lasch criticized this
iInvolvement of intellectuals in an article reflecting on the allegations of
their CIA connections: ‘The campaign for “cultural freedom” revealed
the degree to which the values held by intellectuals had become
indistinguishable from the interests of the modern state —interests
which intellectuals now served even while they maintained the illusion of

detachment.”

The Cultural Cold War in Europe, p. 1
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Institutional Critique
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MOMA-POIl

Hans Haacke (1970)
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Toch denk i, dat u mij niet de juiste motieven toeschrijfft. U
Ziet in mij voor afles de man van het kapitasl. In werkelijk-
heid wil ik echter in de allereerste plaats dat de mensen de
wrijheid hebben om zichzelf zoveel moge-
ik te ontwikkelen, zelf kansen te schep- |
pen, initiatioven te nemen en zelf daarvoor
de verantwoordelijkheid te dragen.

Frits Phiips In tyn sutobiografe “45 Jaar meot Phulips ™

But | Think You Question

My Motives
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Mobil’s management
in New York believes
that its South African
subsidiaries’ sales to
the police and military

are but a small part of
itstotal sales . . .

Mobil

MetroMobiltan

Total denial of supplies
to the police and mili-

tary forces of a host
country is hardly con-
sistent with an image of

responsible citizenship
in that country.

Mobil
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11

nstitutional Critique can only be defined by a
methodology of a critically reflexive site-specificity.”

Andrea Fraser, Institutional Critique and After, p. 305
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TECHNICAL DATA

Museum Hightlights:
A Gallery Talk
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Museum Hightlights:
A Gallery Talk

Andrea Fraser (1989)
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Inaugural Speech Andrea Fraser (1997)
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Post-Propaganda
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Passport Office
Thessaloniki
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NSK Passport Office
Athens

e shtuné, 18 shkurt 12



UJdrn

Y SA , ' ") (ff Iin" ¢ f)”\".‘ “.

\' \.A. J',o"."' /'.' 0.

NSK Passport

e shtuné, 18 shkurt 12



Stalno prebivalisée/Domicile/Permanent residence

. ' fe # aw a Fa *Tirsaw « % avean
- o SR & e o ¢$ & ®
= RN ‘e, .y . . an trre
s o A LRI : P20 % e &
20 8,0 18 ek Pt - e - . . o 6 tew
-
e % WmE s tiNsAus sa sen
e s el » " -" . .
. LR AR L L S ™ M
Tat e r w* *®q o o
. . e athan e g %,» .
.
[ [ ' w»
' . e

| Spol/Sexe/Sex

!

Rojstni datum/Date de naissance/Date of birth

'y %y 4% 0 a%, % 8% " =
o % C &% vy s 2o 3% " oo
I H : o' 8 Tuug Wy o sasy
¢ " evd
etiven @ "etivee @ 5 N0 e e

SR EtrWEORIS PR cere s s :
een . s .t .e N 0 B
¢ e “te . "ty . an . ae ~TH e BT vepe e
. - el e _abd | “ . or' Wedns we By w8 8 YuN
. . . e o L) ) “rs —_ ~
. . . LR " . LR L 3 : : .
weee .. . L L 4 - gt . .
. a LA ] .ty R . o L/ [ §¥F - \/:& ‘ ".-.l 1 31
. R ¢ - aw P "ot et e \;\ll‘:.i; §dHIC \.L'hl
e
ot . -
ot LU A
“n -
N $3 o ae
. o 0 M LI

Barva oi/Couleur des yeux/Color of eyes

Tey YRR e

.
‘. * be v getan
TR TETY
. ..."..--- . .
et 2% v v »
’
Y

S— I == —

Lastnogpéni 'l./-.lpi\‘S'

Signatydys of bearer

oy

L
-
.e e
.-e e
.
-
-
LR
- e
-
.o e

NSK Passport
Natan Haasnoot

e shtuné, 18 shkurt 12



Wall Enclosing Space

Santiago Sierra (2003)
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Line of 30 cm Tatooed on a

Santiago Sierra (1998
Renumerated Person antiago Sierra (1998)
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10 Inch Line Shaved on the Heads
of Two Junkies Who Recelved a
Shot of Heroin as Payment
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24 Blocks of Concrete

Constantly Moved during a | Santiago Sierra (1999)
Day’s Work by Paid Workers
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100 Untitled Works
IN Mill Aluminum

Donald Judd (1982-6)
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A Person Paid for 360 Continuous

Working Hours Santiago Sierra (2000)
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3000 Holes of
180 x 15 x 15 cm each
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3000 Holes of
180 x 15 x 15 cm each

Santiago Sierra (2002)
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Slave Clty Atelier van Lieshout (2005)
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Slave City
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Slave City  atelier van Lisshout (2005)
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Be Free!l Or

—|se. ..

Jonas Staal (2010)
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Be Free! Or Else... Jonas Staal (2010)
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Relational Esthetics
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poractices which -

Relational esthet

ake as t

CS consi

sts of “a set of artistic

nelr theoretical and

oractical point of departure the whole of human

relations and thelir social context, rather than an
iIndependent and private space.”

Nicholas Bourriaud, Relational Aesthetics, p. 113.
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Spinoza Monument
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Test Site
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Renzo Martens (2010)
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Enjoy Poverty
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Addendum: Monuments
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PNk Tank

David Cerny (1991)
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Red Lenin and Stalin

Ag (2012)
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